
Getting to know
   the GDCh:

Competence
Contacts
Cooperation



»» is one of the biggest and most influential chemical  

societies worldwide – the largest in Continental  

Europe

»» has 30,000 members from academia, industry and 

other areas

»» represents 5,000 young members in the Younger 

Chemists Forum

»» has created a unique platform for its senior members: 

SEC Senior Experts Chemists

»» offers its members 26 divisions and sections covering 

all aspects of chemistry 

»» is represented throughout Germany with more than  

60 local sections 

»» holds national and international conferences,  

symposia and congresses on all areas of chemistry

»» offers further education courses for chemists,  

chemistry teachers and all other interested parties

»» supports job-seekers to find a position and employers 

to find the right co-workers through its career service  

»» is engaged in research funding and related issues

»» is a point of contact for journalists

»» owns and publishes a number of renowned German 

and English language scientific journals

»» is part of the worldwide chemistry community, through 

its membership in the European Association for  

Chemical and Molecular Sciences (EuCheMS) and in 

the International Union for Pure and Applied Chemistry 

(IUPAC)

t h e  g e r m a n 
        c h e m i c a l  s o c i e t y

CLEAR      &  B RIE   F



…�We Promote  scientific work, research and  

teaching and demand the highest standards of quality and  

integrity for the exchange and dissemination of scientific  

knowledge,

…�We Create  and support networks that serve  

interdisciplinary and international collaboration as well as the 

promotion of education and further education in schools,  

universities and as part of vocational courses,

…�We Encourage  the constructive dialogue with 

the public to enhance the understanding of the importance of 

chemistry,

…�We Contribute  our expertise together with 

our partners in science, politics and society,

…�We Act  independently and environmentally responsibly, 

as a key member of the international scientific community, for 

the benefit of society and future generations.

For this purpose…

GESELLSCHA          F T 

D E U TSCHER      
CHEMI     K ER 		  (GDCh – German Chemical Society)

unites those people associated with the chemical and molecular 

sciences and supports them in their responsible and sustainable 

endeavours for the good of mankind and of our environment.

T h e 



Sustainability in chemistry means 
protecting the environment and our 
lebensraum, doing research for future 
energy supplies and renewable raw 
materials.



Sustainable development. The path is the aim here –  

a future worth living for the individual and nature. The current  

standard of living would be unthinkable without chemistry  

science, research and the chemical industry. Moreover, for us 

to plan our future, we need chemistry: a clean, environmentally 

compatible chemistry which promotes life-quality and which 

does not exclusively define itself by high-tech products but 

rather as the foundation of the life sciences.

The chemist faces great challenges. Information technolo-

gies, mobility, the meeting of nutritional and energy needs all 

depend on chemical problem solutions.

CHEMISTRY             
S h a p i n g  t h e  F u t u r e  w i t h 



b l a c k  o n  w h i t e
y o u  c a n  h a p p i l y  c a r r y  h o m e . �V ICTOR H       U GO

F o r  w h a t  y o u  o w n 

Dissemination of knowledge.  These days knowledge and information are dis-

seminated rapidly over the internet. Thus, the GDCh has set up www.aktuelle-wochenschau.

de and actively participates in www.chem.de and www.chemistryviews.org. The GDCh has 

enhanced its reputation through its numerous professional scientific journals. The flagship 

among these is Angewandte Chemie. It was first published in 1887 and today has become 

the most successful chemistry journal worldwide, not least because it has also been avail-

able in English for 50 years. A prerequisite for disseminating knowledge globally is the pub-

lication of the information in English. This is the reason why the GDCh has merged several 

of its well-renowned traditional scientific journals with the national journals of its European 

partners. All of these have become successful international journals, published by Chem

PubSoc Europe (Chemical Publishing Society), a cooperation involving 16 European chemical 

societies. The parent organization of the European chemical societies, however, is a different 

one: EuCheMS, the European Association for Chemical and Molecular Sciences. The GDCh, 

with 30,000 members the biggest chemical society in Continental Europe, is an integral part 

of this organization. The GDCh has bilateral collaborations with important countries outside 

Europe and participates in IUPAC, the International Union for Pure and Applied Chemistry. 

This guarantees the exchange of ideas and knowledge worldwide in the field of chemistry.

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

Future Energy Supplies 
– the contribution of chemistry –

Subject matter

Our future energy supplies and the adaptation of our energy system to future challenges will not 

be possible without breakthroughs in chemistry. For the urgently needed increase of effi ciency 

in utilisation of energy, chemistry is the key discipline. In this position paper “Future Energy 

Supplies – the Contribution of Chemistry” the German chemistry organizations demonstrate the key 

position of the chemical sciences in achieving a sustainable energy supply. Essential potentials for 

development and the need for scientifi c research in the upcoming decades are being described 

and assessed.
Change in the  
Raw Materials Base

P o s i t i o n  P a P e r

Produced and sponsored by a temporary work group consisting of:  

Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker e.V. (GDCh) (German Chemical society) 

Gesellschaft für Chemische Technik und Biotechnologie e.V. (DeCheMa)
(society for Chemical engineering and Biotechnology)

Deutschen Wissenschaftlichen Gesellschaft für erdöl, erdgas und Kohle e.V. (DGMK) 
(German society for Petroleum and Coal science and technology)

and Verband der Chemischen Industrie e.V. (VCI) 
(the German Chemical industry association)

chaired by Professor em. Dr. Dr. hc. Wilhelm Keim, rWtH aachen University 
and Professor Dr. Michael röper, BasF se, Ludwigshafen

Frankfurt, January 2010

Chemische
Delikatessen

Klaus Roth

Köstlichkeiten

Klaus Roth

Chemische

Von wegen langweilig – Chemie ist spannend, 
geistreich, ungemein nützlich und durchaus 
nicht unverständlich, wie uns Klaus Roth auf 
unterhaltsame Weise zeigt.

Man könnte fast vermuten, dass Chemie durch den Magen 

geht … Chemische Prozesse verleihen knusprigem Brot die 

duftende Kruste und ohne das chemische Wechselspiel zwi-

schen Eigelb, Öl und Wasser nutzt einem Drei-Sterne-Koch 

seine ganze Raffi nesse nichts, will er eine himmlische Ma-

yonnaise oder Sauce hollandaise kreieren. Selbst das sonn-

tägliche Frühstücksei gelingt nur mit einer Portion Chemie. 

Und sie lässt den Champagner auf unseren Zungen prickeln, 

beglückt uns aber auch mit einem Kater nach übermäßigem 

Genuss. Chemie bewahrt uns auch vor tödlichen Krankhei-

ten wie der Seemannskrankheit Skorbut – Ehre gebührt dem 

Entdecker von Vitamin C!

Die Chemie erhöht unsere Lebensqualität in vielen Berei-

chen, die wir mit dieser Naturwissenschaft auf den ersten 

Blick überhaupt nicht in Verbindung bringen. Genießen wir 

den herrlichen Klang der Musik von unserem CD-Player oder 

schauen uns ein lustiges Video auf DVD an, verdanken wir 

das tatsächlich der Chemie. Was glauben Sie? Hat die Che-

mie auch ihre Hände im Spiel beim unvergleichlichen Klang 

einer seltenen Stradivari? Interessantes, Kostbarkeiten, von 

ernsthaft bis skurril, präsentiert Klaus Roth auf herrlich ver-

ständliche und humorvolle Weise – lesen und genießen Sie!

Die originellen Artikel über die Be-

deutung der Chemie im Alltag von 

Klaus Roth, Professor für Chemie an 

der Freien Universität Berlin, kennen 

und schätzen die Leser der Chemie 

in unserer Zeit und der Chemischen 

Delikatessen seit Jahren. Für diese 

Publikationen wurde er 2008 mit dem Schriftstellerpreis der 

Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker ausgezeichnet. Darüber 

hinaus zeigt Klaus Roth in zahlreichen Vorträgen sehr über-

zeugend, dass Chemie eine faszinierende Wissenschaft ist, 

die nicht nur trocken studiert, sondern auch mit großem Ver-

gnügen genossen werden kann.
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Industrie- und 
Filmmuseum Wolfen

Bitterfeld-Wolfen, 27. August 2010

Historische Stätten der Chemie

Gesellschaft
Deutscher Chemiker

 Gesellschaft
Deutscher Chemiker

Karl Ziegler 
Mülheim an der Ruhr, 8. Mai 2008

l ZieglerKarl , Bronzebüste, gestaltet 1964 von Professor Herbert
n, Mülheim an der Ruhr (Foto T. Hobirk 2008; Standort Max-Kühn

nck-Institut für KohlenforschPlan ung, Mülheim an der Ruhr).

Kaiser-Wilhelm-/Max-Planck-Institut für Kohlenforschung, Mülheim
an der Ruhr. Oben: Altbau von 1914 am Kaiser-Wilhelm-Platz. Unten:
Laborhochhaus von 1967 an der Ecke Lembkestraße/Margaretenplatz
(Fotos G. Fink, M. W. Haenel, um 1988).
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Focus on Bioanalysis

Guest Editors Günter Gauglitz, 

Frieder W. Scheller, Tuan Vo-Dinh

and

Analytical Challenge

Original Papers

Volume 391 · Number 5 · July 2008
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    Vol 391 · N
o 5 · July 2008 · pp 1475

–1982

216

Editors

S. Daunert, USA

P. Garrigues, France

G. Gauglitz, Germany

K. G. Heumann, Germany

K. Jinno, Japan

A. Sanz-Medel, Spain

S. A. Wise, USA

Regional Editor Italy

A. Roda, Italy

Managing Editor

C. E. Dyllick, Germany

Published in cooperation with

Division of Analytical Chemistry 

of the German Chemical Society 

(GDCh – Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker)

The Society for Chromatographic Sciences

(SCS, Japan)

Chinese Society 

of Chromatography (CSC)

The Analytical Division 

of the Swedish Chemical Society

Gesellschaft für Biochemie 

und Molekularbiologie e.V. (GBM)

Division of Analytical Chemistry 

of the European Association for Chemical

and Molecular Sciences

Division of Analytical Chemistry 

of the Italian Chemical Society 

(Divisione di Chimica Analitica 

della Società Chimica Italiana, SCI)

and supported by
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Highlight: Functional Reassembly of Split Enzymes On-Site

(A. Kiss, E. Weinhold) 

Plus Original Contributions
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Osmotic Pressure and Phase Boundary Determination of Multiphase
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(M. Page, H. Cölfen et al.)
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CHEMGX 3 (9) 1285–1464  (2008) · ISSN 1860-7179 · Vol. 3 · No. 9 · September, 2008

9/2008Minireview: Phenylalkylamines as 5-HT2A Receptor Agonists

(A. R. Blaazer, P. Smid, C. G. Kruse)

Full Paper: Antimicrobial Activity of Antitumor Drugs

(J. Reedijk, G. P. van Wezel)

www.chemmedchem.org
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Concept
Silylmetalation of Alkenes

M. Uchiyama, M. Yonehara, and S. Nakamura
Supported by

Based on: Cover Artwork by U. Rosenthal*, E.D. Jemmis* et. al. (Angewandte Chemie 2007, 119 (36))

Coming soon
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“Green” Pyrotechnics  

 
T. M. Klapötke and G. Steinhauser

100 Years of Bakelite

 
D. Crespy et al.

Homogeneous Iron Catalysis

 
M. Beller et al. 

G-Protein-Coupled Receptors

 
F. Hausch
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The GDCh  
and its journals



Research  
deciphers secrets.



Presentation of Research. Even in the 

age of telecommunication and the internet national 

and international conferences and symposia are 

indispensable. In these forums, which are attended 

by top researchers, one can learn from the best 

through discussions of recent developments and 

exchange of new ideas.

The conferences organized by the German 

Chemical Society (GDCh) are at the forefront of 

research and bring together scientists from many 

countries. We promote connections to other lead-

ing chemical societies at home and abroad. Our 

stipends allow chemistry students and young  

scientists to attend important national and interna-

tional conferences. Our scientific forum (Wissen-

schaftsforum), which is organized every two years 

in different locations in Germany, are internationally 

renowned chemical congresses.

K n o w l e d g e 
B e g e t s  K n o w l e d g e



Improvement of education. Knowledge is 

the most important asset for continuous professional 

success. Constant further education is an indispen-

sable tool for chemists. The GDCh is the competent 

partner in this field – a guarantor for the highest 

quality in further education. Our portfolio provides 

information on how to stay on top in research and 

offers opportunities to learn about the latest scien-

tific methods. Not only chemists benefit from further 

education. The GDCh also offers courses specifically 

geared towards the needs of teachers. About 8,000 

chemistry and natural science teachers participate 

at seven designated learning centres in courses  

developed to provide ideas and stimulus for con-

ducting engaging classes. This benefits all students. 

Our aim is to improve the quality of science educa-

tion in Germany and we reward 

prizes to more than 1,000 of 

the best A-level students each 

year.

 15 0  SEMESTERS         

We learn something 
more everyday.

A  L i f e t i m e  C o n s i s t s  o f  c a .



Over  6 ,000 chemists 
annually participate in GDCh conferences>>

35,000 chemists 
annually follow the ca. 600 events organised  
by the local sections of the GDCh

>>

Over  1 ,000 chemists 
annually attend the further education courses  
offered by the GDCh

>>

Almost 8,000 chemistry teachers 
participate in the further education courses for teachers  
offered by the GDCh

>>

An interesting portfolio of courses, 
for non-chemists, too! >>





Reforms are necessary.  University study and education have always had 

the highest priority for the GDCh. Our commissions of experts make recommen-

dations for the study of chemistry at university, teachers’ training as well as the 

chemistry lessons in schools. The GDCh aims to ensure that the study of chemistry 

at university will be further developed with a view to meeting the challenges of the 

future. Currently, changes are taking place in the German university system. Not 

only is the study of chemistry undergoing reform. Since chemistry has evolved 

into a cross-sectional science, information about the molecular sciences must also 

be taught in many other courses. Chemistry is leading the way to the future. For 

Germany, as a prime location for science and industry, it is imperative that its  

technical- and research-oriented chemists, natural scientists and engineers receive 

an excellent education.

Think of tomorrow  
already today – we have 

the future in sight.

 C h a n g i n g  T i m e s

U n i v e r s i t y  S t ud  y  i n 



W e  a r e  t h e r e !
T h e  G D C h - M e m b e r s

Involvement. Our members are  

involved in almost 30 divisions as well as 

numerous committees and working groups, 

which cover all aspects of chemistry. These 

cater for (almost) all ages, as there are  

forums for young chemists, i.e. pupils  

and students as well as the Senior  

Expert Chemists, a network which consists 

of our active senior members. Our 60 local  

sections ensure our representation in all 

regions of Germany. In subject-specific 

and regional groups, GDCh members  

undertake important work for the advance-

ment of chemistry – especially through 

their voluntary involvement. 



The local sections of the GDCh 
are scientific meeting points.



Competent support on the 
way upwards.



Professional Service for career and personnel planning. The 

GDCh Career Service helps companies recruit well-qualified employees 

from all branches of chemistry. It also assists graduates and experi-

enced experts who are looking for employment. Advertisers can directly 

reach their target group with job advertisements in the “Nachrichten 

aus der Chemie” and on our web site. The career web pages under 

www.gdch.de/karriere are the most frequently visited pages on the 

GDCh site.

Lectures and professional forums held in numerous cities inform 

people just starting their careers about developments in the job mar-

ket, application strategies, fields open to chemists, and other subjects. 

Workshops on how to apply successfully show young chemists how to 

present themselves in the best light. The 

GDCh Career Service organises job fairs 

for large events such as national and in-

ternational conferences, where compa-

nies hold presentations with information 

booths and lectures, providing an ideal 

opportunity to meet potential candidates.

C a r e e r
I s  N o t  a  Q u e s t i o n  o f  F a t e

The Younger Chemists Forum   

of the GDCh organizes job placement 

services

Chemists from industry inform 

and advise about start-up opportunities 

The GDCh “Division of Equal 

Chances in Chemistry”  promotes 

women in their careers.

>>
>>
>>



E x c e p t i o n a l

performance deserves recognition. To promote this, 

the GDCh awards prizes and distinctions to honour the work of out-

standing researchers. The distinctions from the German Chemical Society are 

among the most prestigious in the chemistry community. The GDCh also awards prizes 

to up-and-coming researchers that often serve as an important career springboard. Besides 

GDCh awards with a century-old tradition, additional awards sponsored by new foundations are 

regularly added to the portfolio. In 1903, the August-Wilhelm-von-Hofmann-Denkmünze and the 

Liebig-Denkmünze (both Commemorative Coins) were first awarded by the predecessors of the GDCh, 

namely, the Deutsche Chemische Gesellschaft and the Verein Deutscher Chemiker, respectively. 

Named after Karl Ziegler, the founding president of the GDCh, the Karl Ziegler Foundation, ad-

ministered by the GDCh, awards the one of the highest monetary prizes of the GDCh as well 

as prizes promoting young scientists. Another notable prestigious prize of equally 

high monetary value is the Otto Hahn Prize, which is awarded by the 

GDCh, together with the Deutsche Physikalische Gesellschaft  

(German Physical Society) and the City of 

Frankfurt am Main.

R e c o g n i t i o n
P e r f o r m a n c e  D e s e r v e s



August-Wilhelm-von-Hofmann-Denkmünze

Liebig-Denkmünze

Adolf-von-Baeyer-Denkmünze

Emil-Fischer-Medaille

Joseph-König-Gedenkmünze

Alfred-Stock-Gedächtnispreis

Carl-Duisberg-Plakette

Otto-Hahn-Preis

Gmelin-Beilstein-Denkmünze

Fresenius-Preis

Hermann-Staudinger-Preis

Wilhelm-Klemm-Preis

Carl-Duisberg-Gedächtnispreis

Preis der GDCh für Journalisten und Schriftsteller

Wöhler-Preis für Ressourcenschonende Prozesse 

Arfvedson-Schlenk-Preis

Horst-Pracejus-Preis

Karl-Ziegler-Preis

Paul-Bunge-Preis

Georg-Manecke-Preis

Hellmut-Bredereck-Preis

Klaus-Grohe-Preis für Medizinische Chemie

Hermann-Schnell-Stipendien



Sending a Positive Signal.

 It is important for all chemists that their  

specialty and work area be realized and 

recognized by the public. This is also why 

chemists are organized and engaged in the 

German Chemical Society.  

 

The GDCh presents itself externally 

and internally as a strong society.  

Come join us!

Varrentrappstrasse 40-42 · 60486 Frankfurt am Main

Phone +49 (0 ) 69-7917-0 · Fax +49 (0 ) 69-79 17-1330

E-mail: gdch@gdch.de

www.gdch.de


